MODERN   TRAVANCORE
The reigns of Ravi Varma (860-893) and his two successors, Aditya Varma and Rama Varrna, are not worthy of any special attention, except for the frequent incursions into southern parts of the State by marauding bands from Tin-nevelly. But the accession of Martanda Varma to the throne in 905 M. E., was the opening of a new era of political expansion and centralisation of power in the hands of the monarch. During his reign of twenty-eight years, the political map of the West Coast, especially the southern half of it, underwent many changes, Travancore absorbing all 'the kingdoms and principalities south of Cochin, Cochin itself was able to preserve its independence only by a timely appeal to the mercy of Martanda Varma.
Martanda Vamia's   first    acts   were    calculated     to consolidate    Venad    by   his   assuming    direct     authority over     Attingal,      Elayedathusvarupam    and    Desinganad which were   then  under several   branches   of   the    ruling family.    This    programme   of    centralisation   of   political authority alarmed the Dutch   who had    been for  a   century   a   power   in   the politics of   Malabar,  forming confederacies and fomenting family dissensions in ruling houses. They joined hands with the prince of Kayamkulam and the Raja of Desinganad to check the expansion   of Travancore which, they feared, would be to their ruin.   Martanda Varma, however, inflicted defeat after defeat upon them,   first at Colachel and then at Quilon and other places.   The war with Quilon ultimately led to the conquest of Kayamkulam, Thek-kumkkur, Vatakkumkur and Ampalapuzha and to the foundation of .the modern  State of Travancore.   It is the general view of old writers on thei history of  Travancore that Mar* tanda Varma .did not enjoy the support of his people , nay, that he wasi.pursued from place to place by anti-royalists and that he was obliged to seek the help of foreign, mercenaries for establishing'. his authority,   These sferies are.   -nothing